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INTRODUCTION TO AETA  
  

The Australia-East Timor Association (AETA) was established on 7 December 1975, following occupation 
of East Timor by Indonesia, as an information, solidarity and networking organisation to support the 
struggle for independence of East Timor. Meetings and rallies were organised and a bookshop established 
for the distribution and sale of information material on East Timor.   
  

East Timor achieved independence in 2002 after 24 years of occupation following a UN-supervised 
referendum in 1999. Independence for Timor Leste - the main goal of AETA - was achieved. Questions for 
AETA then arose – what then should be the focus and goals of AETA?   
  

After consultation with AETA members and a strategic planning process, AETA continues as an 

information, networking and support organisation in solidarity with the people of Timor-Leste, the East 

Timorese and wider community in Australia.   

  

AETA is an incorporated association, with the following objectives and mission:  

 

(a) AETA works in solidarity with the people of Timor-Leste and East Timorese community in 

Australia   

(b) The Association provides advocacy and information about Timor-Leste to members and 

public.   

(c) The Association supports specific projects in Timor-Leste and Australia.   

 (From AETA Constitution – approved 14 August 2014)  

  

The AETA Strategic Plan focuses on the development of information sharing and networking, a bookshop, 

seminars, support of knowledge networks and special interest groups, archives, history and 

commemoration, the Annual Dinner, creation of a website to facilitate information sharing, and 

membership regeneration. While AETA works mainly in Victoria, there is increasing interest in supporting 

related activities in other states.  AETA had 86 individual members and two organisational members 

registered on 31st December 2025 (c.f. 57 members registered on 31st Dec 2024, and 81 on 31st Dec 2023).   
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AETA ACTIVITIES  
  

A. Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Governance  
  

1.  Annual General Meeting 

The AETA AGM was conducted on 26 February 2025 with 21 members participating online. The previous 

executive and committee members were reelected. 

  

2. Committee Members and Meetings  

Our hardworking committee has made this a very successful year and the AETA Committee 

membership has been quite stable.  
AETA committee meetings have continued to be on-line, meeting regularly in the first week of every 

second month throughout the year, with additional meetings as required. Activities are organized 

through meetings of the Events sub-committee, the composition of which changes for each event. 

The 2025 AETA Committee comprised as follows:  

  

Role  Name  

Chairperson  Glenda Lasslett  

Vice Chairperson  Jean McLean  

Secretary  Ann Wigglesworth  

Treasurer  Roger King  

General Committee Members  Ashley Siedlecki 

Claire Woods  
David Lih  
John Wallace  

Jose Pires 

Tony Marjoram  

Peter Job (from July) 

Emanuel Braz (in Timor-Leste in 2025) 

ETSA Representative  Augusto Sarmento (until July 2025) 

Denise Fernandes (from August 2025) 

 

Ann Wigglesworth, Secretary AETA is registered with Consumer Affairs Victoria and is responsible for 

submitting AETA’s Annual Report.   

 

3.  AETA Strategic Plan 

AETA operates according to the AETA Strategic Plan, July 2022-June 2026 (updated Feb 2023). The AETA 

Committee held a planning session in February 2024 to consider key activities for the year including the 

Independence Dinner and the Honoring the Struggle event. A planning session will be held to develop a 

new plan for the period July 2026 to June 2030 following a survey of members’ ideas about our new 

strategic direction early in 2026. 
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B. AETA Events 
  

1. AGM 2025 

The AGM was held on 26 February on-line, with 21 members attending. The minutes are attached. 

 

2. Closure of AETA office 

A consequence of Helen Hill’s death was that in February 2025 the Hill family sold Helen’s house and 

AETA had to move out of the office. Given that the Committee members are scattered around Melbourne 

using personal computers and most meetings are held on-line, the office was little used other than for 

storage, so the decision was made to close the office. 

 

The AETA Library, which includes a copy of each book that passed through the AETA office since the 

bookshop started, is intended for the National Library of Timor-Leste when this is established (it has been 

in planning for many years). Meanwhile, Andrew Mahar, the Timorese Honorary Consul agreed to take 

the boxes of books which are now stored at their office at the Timorese Consulate at Victoria University, 

until such time we can pass them on to their destination in Timor-Leste.  

 

The book stock accumulated through AETA’s 40 years work as a book shop and distributor had been much 

reduced. For what remained, AETA sought Timorese organisations which were interested in taking some 

of the stock and donated seven boxes of books to education institutions in Dili, while others were 

donated to Timor related organisations in Melbourne and Canberra. A small selection of books is still 

being held in the house of one of the Committee members to meet occasional book purchases that are 

received by AETA. 

 

3. Student Welcome and Book Launch 

In 2025 the Welcome to 12 new Timorese students studying in Melbourne was held at the Melbourne 

East Timor Activities Centre (METAC) in Richmond on 7 March. The students were introduced by East 

Timor Students Association (ETSA) President Augusto Sarmento.  

 

At the same event AETA hosted the Melbourne launch of a book ‘Dancers on the Sea’ by Gabriel Samson 

who reflected on her experiences on Atauro Island over 10 years from the Indonesian occupation to the 

early years of independence. The event was very well attended with about 70 people present, and 

musical entertainment provided by the students and others at the end of the evening. 

 

4. AETA Restoration of Independence Day Dinner 

The AETA dinner was held on Thursday 22 May at William Angliss Restaurant, marking the 50-year 

anniversary of the Timorese Community in Australia, the founding of AETA, as well as 25 years of 

collaboration between many Australian Friendship Groups and Timor-Leste. The dinner was MCed by 

Jose Pires and focused on solidarity: four women, including Kirsty Sword Gusmao, Teresa Fraga, Febe 

Gomes and Ann Wigglesworth, gave brief reflections of the achievements of solidarity, challenges and 

future directions. Chico and Xavi dos Santos gave a lovely musical performance.  

 

The dinner was a sell-out with 77 attendees, including 17 friendship groups represented. Positive 

feedback was received, with people enjoying the time for general interaction and networking. There was 

a request that dinners not always be held on Thursdays for those who cannot attend a Thursday event. 
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5. Honouring the Struggle  

On 28 November AETA marked the 50th Anniversaries of independence, the invasion and AETA’s 

international solidarity. Held at the Victoria Trades Hall, the event featured presentations by John 

Waddingham and Richard Tanter, both active in the early days of AETA, reminiscing about the early days 

and evolution of the campaign for independence. About 80 people attended and drinks and Timorese 

food was served. Memorabilia and photos were on display.  

 

The event was well attended, with about 70 attendees, but less than the 94 acceptances received due 

to illness and bad weather. There were a number of supporters who have not been seen at other AETA 

events in recent years. A big thanks to Claire Woods and Roger King who did a brilliant job putting this 

event together. 

 

 

C. Solidarity and Advocacy  
 

1. Timorese Students in Melbourne 

AETA continues to focus on networking opportunities, including facilitating partnerships with other 

organisations, to broaden the opportunities and networks for the students.  The ETSA President is invited 

to join the AETA committee. AETA provides a Welcome to Timorese Students (see above) and 

discounted/supported tickets to AETA events. In addition, we link ETSA to other organisations where 

relevant. 

 
2. The Timor-Leste Friendship Network Conference in Dili 

Four Committee members attended the Friendship Conference in Dili on 10-11 July. The AETA 

Committee participants included Jean McLean and Ann Wigglesworth (representing Friends of 

Suai/Covalima, Ashley Siedlecki (Friends of Vermasse) and Glenda Lasslett (Friends of Baucau). The 

conference was also an opportunity to catch up with Life Skills Education, the local NGO that Helen 

started and the VU Alumni group that has worked with AETA on Election Monitoring visits. 

 

3. 50th Anniversary of the Timorese Community in Australia 

The Timorese Association of Victoria (TAV) held an event in August on the 50th Anniversary of Timorese 

refugees arriving in Australia, first in Darwin by ship and them many travelling to Melbourne. The theme 

was: ‘Honouring the Past, Shaping the Future’ highlighting the community's journey, resilience, and 

cultural pride. 

 

A large gathering of Timorese and Australian supporters filled the Collinwood Town Hall. Events and 

enjoyed cultural performances (traditional dances), live music, photo exhibitions, Timorese food, and 

speeches by officials from Timor-Leste, including HE the Vice-Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, Kabualdi Lay, 

Timorese Ambassador to Australia, Ines Almeida, and the Australian Ambassador to Timor-Leste, Caitlin 

Wilson, as well as Pat Walsh and other dignitaries from the Timorese government. Congratulations to 

TAV for a wonderful celebration. 

 

4.  50th Anniversary of the Deaths of the Balibo Five   

The anniversary of the deaths of the Balibo 5 was marked by a fundraising event for the Balibo House 

Trust, held at Victoria University on 20 October as part of the annual Jean McLean Oration. President 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=Timorese+Association+of+Victoria&mstk=AUtExfAvFx7vSHO5EUErB6wIFIpG84N-8l4xaDt10PP4bRG4rldaBFSfOFhsV8PMn2gdL5IphnDswuMoJ-4q9F4l-k2MGF_7DaAHVbofO_7X6UYcVhg0QERCuG0H3ppthqr2dEK5ZO48_8Nqf4fTDA1BMgPXa8PSEi10p8dbQ7j6ZXlcpmTTN1q4EWZAS453ur5PtqHb_CVYzd6FAksGG-mPCCXXhj_X2L1DWJ8ifX0i7RTVwmP7c2JYBb5o7pNnpjGM_GEMLgdqC1M_oXDU_r5HsI7P&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjovPqvgZKSAxUXe2wGHS9oIPEQgK4QegQIBBAC
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=Honouring+the+Past%2C+Shaping+the+Future&mstk=AUtExfAvFx7vSHO5EUErB6wIFIpG84N-8l4xaDt10PP4bRG4rldaBFSfOFhsV8PMn2gdL5IphnDswuMoJ-4q9F4l-k2MGF_7DaAHVbofO_7X6UYcVhg0QERCuG0H3ppthqr2dEK5ZO48_8Nqf4fTDA1BMgPXa8PSEi10p8dbQ7j6ZXlcpmTTN1q4EWZAS453ur5PtqHb_CVYzd6FAksGG-mPCCXXhj_X2L1DWJ8ifX0i7RTVwmP7c2JYBb5o7pNnpjGM_GEMLgdqC1M_oXDU_r5HsI7P&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjovPqvgZKSAxUXe2wGHS9oIPEQgK4QegQIBBAE
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Jose Ramos Horta made an excellent presentation as the keynote speaker for the Oration, mentioning 

with respect and humour many Australian activists who had been so important in the solidarity 

movement in the past. The wide attendance at the Oration indicated how so many people and 

organisations are supporting Timor-Leste in a variety of ways.  

 

5. Timorese Seasonal Workers in Australia 

AETA is committed to sharing information on workers' rights, facilitating access to support services 

to help workers in need, and advocating for better working conditions, where mistreatment of 

workers is identified or known. AETA often shares information about information sessions for 

seasonal workers and also often receives requests for contacts for translators to assist with assistance 

programs for seasonal workers. AETA continues to post related news and analysis of seasonal worker 

issues and news on Facebook. 

 

6. Reflection on the Life of Pat Walsh 

In December 2024 AETA committee and members were deeply saddened by the death of a great friend of 

AETA, Pat Walsh OAM OTL. Pat’s contribution was enormous - as an activist, researcher, writer, editor, poet, 

mentor and commentator on the struggle for Timor’s independence and then for peace and justice in 

Timor-Leste and beyond. Pat is remembered warmly and deeply by so many people and organisations that 

he worked with over the years. Pat was a great supporter and friend of AETA, always generous with 

reflections and acute analysis on the issues for Timor-Leste, and for Indonesia, West Irian and Myanmar. 

 

Many memories and tributes to Pat were sent from around the world, including from both the President 

and the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, the Embassy of Timor-Leste in Canberra, Human Rights 

organisations in Australia and Timor-Leste and so many friends and colleagues of Pat. The AETA Facebook 

page is full of tributes and reflections honouring a truly remarkable human being. We send our deepest 

condolences to Annie Keogh and family. Vale Pat Walsh. 
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D. Communications   
  

Our e-Newsletters and Facebook page continues to be a useful source of information and networking 

in both Australia and Timor-Leste, covering issues of development and justice in Timor-Leste, the 

situation of Timorese seasonal workers in Australia, the work of Friendship groups and other solidarity 

organisations and general news of what is happening in Timor-Leste.  

 

Thirteen email newsletters were sent to 90 members and 340 other supporters. The primary purpose is 

to keep in touch with our network and to promote AETA events. We also use the emails to cover 

important parallel events. A summary of topics follows. 

 

AETA Events 

• The AETA AGM 

• AETA Restoration of Independence Dinner 

• AETA Honouring the Struggle event - Remembering 1975 

 

Other Events and Topics 

• METAC dinners including the annual Student Welcome 

• ATLFN Friendship conferences in Dili 

• TLSA conference in Dili 

• Alola Timor Leste Study Tour 

• Perma Youth International Convergence at Fatuquero, Ermera 

• East Timor Development Agency fundraising campaign to support Timor-Leste’s Young Chef 

Olympiad candidate 

• Australia Western Sahara Association dinner 

• Councils Connecting Communities: Australia - Timor-Leste. Celebrating of 25 years of friendship 

• Ryder-Cheshire Australia search for a new secretary 

• Update on Gil Scrine’s film, Swindle 

• Centre for Stories profile of Jose da Costa for Refugee Week 

• Cardinal, Dom Vigilio do Carmo da Silva’s visit to the Timorese community in Melbourne 

• Boite Schools Chorus Mai Fali Eh! concert at Melbourne Town Hall attended by President Jose Ramos 

Horta, Ambassador Ines Almeida  

• Hamoris Lian Timor Australian Tour 

• TAV: Honouring the Past, Shaping the Future - a 50-year journey 

• Pat Walsh reflecting on Truth Telling 

• Paulie Stewart - All the Rage 

• Friends of Suai/Covalima dinner 

• Friends of Alieu Trivia night 

• Jean McLean Oration presented by President Jose Ramos Horta for the Balibo House Trust and 

Victoria University 

• Monash Friends of Vemasse 2026 calendar 

• Timor Leste Australia Youth Dialogue - December Dialogue 

• Friends of Bacau and Friends of Alieu Young Leader Awards 

• Inside Indonesia edition 

• Festive season gift opportunities: 

o Jose Ramos Horta Climate Action and Resilience Fund 

o Fundasaun Alola 
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o Klibur Domin 

o Mary McKillop Today 

• Endeavour United / MTC New Year’s Eve Party 

• Timorese community Santa Cruz Commemoration 

 

The emails also carried news of the deaths of John Martinkus, Eric McLean, Rae Kingsbury and Pat Walsh, 

with our sincere condolences to their families and friends. 

  

2. Facebook  

On 31st December 2025 AETA’s Facebook page had 3942 followers, on 31st Dec 2024 AETA’s Facebook 

page had 3,800 followers, up from 3,300 in 2023.  Approximately 44% of AETA's Facebook audience is 

based in Timor-Leste, 45% in Australia, 4% in Indonesia, and 7% elsewhere.  

 

568 posts were created or shared, (c.f. 616 in 2024, 394 in 2023). Facebook engagement in 2025 included 

5,059 reactions (likes), 283 comments and 274 shares (cf in 2024) 5,655 reactions, 1,032 comments and 

716 shares. By far the most posts related to the passing of Pat Walsh. Many tributes were posted along 

with videos of Pat’s funeral.  

  

3. AETA Website  

In 2025 there was an average of 4,138 unique visitors per month (cf 1,610 in 2024) and a total of 195,572 

visits (cf 51,479 in 2024). 

 

4. YouTube  

AETA has a collection of video recordings of its events on YouTube. For access to these videos see: 

http://www.youtube.com/@australia-easttimorassocia7121"www.youtube.com/@australia-

easttimorassocia7121 

 

5. LinkedIn 

In 2024 we set up an AETA page on LinkedIn, mainly reposting posts of relevance to Timor-Leste. We are 

looking at alternatives to Facebook and may pursue this in 2026.  

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/@australia-easttimorassocia7121%5C
http://www.youtube.com/@australia-easttimorassocia7121%5C


 

AETA FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2025 
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